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which the Courts of Vienna and London are
desirous of giving birth, and by which they will
not fail to profit.

Such   is   my   advice,   since   I   have  had  the
honour to have this advice asked.   Permit me to
add, that Berlin is not any longer an indifferent
embassy,   but   that   it   is   necessary there to be
active, yet cautious;  amiable, yet dignified;   firm,
yet  pliant;   faithful,  yet  subtle;   in  a word,  to
unite qualities which do not often meet.    M. de
Vibraye means to ask this embassy, should Count
d'Esterno  retire,  or be sent  elsewhere.     I speak
uninterestedly, since I have no reason to presume
that, should it be determined to send me on any
embassy, I should begin by one of so much con-
sequence;  but it is my duty to say that M. de
Vibraye,   and   particularly  his   lady,  are  not the
proper persons.    His understanding is heavy and
confined;  rather turbulent than active; and timid
than prudent.    He is more the giver of dinners
than   the   representative   of   monarchy;    he   has
neither manners,  elocution, nor eyes.   Madam de
Vibraye, who does not want understanding, would
be too gay even for Paris; and, to speak plainly,  are
